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B. C. TAP WATER ALLIANCE 

           Caring for, Monitoring, and Protecting 

       British Columbia’s Community Water Supply Sources 

                                 Email – info@bctwa.org                                    

Websites – www.bctwa.org & www.bctwa.org/FrackingBC.html 

                                         

February 26, 2017                             Public Release 

 

COMPARISON OF DOCUMENTS: 
Mt. Polley Review Panel Document Examples Released on January 30, 2015 

with 

Mount Polley FOI (File: MOE-2016-60867) Examples 

 
After submitting an FOI request in February 2016 for copies of the government’s Mount Polley 

Mining Corporation documents, we eventually received the documents a year later, on February 

22, 2017, all of which were contained on a computer disk.  

 

The approximately 17,000 pages 

of documents were grouped into 

a series of 30 oddly-named pdf 

files (see image to left). 

 

We had to sort through all the 

pdf files to understand what 

documents were included in 

each, as FOI and government 

staff provided no explanation or 

guide to us to reference where 

the 2001 to 2010 Annual 

Environmental and Reclamation 

Reports, and the early annual 

Water Management Plans, were 

located.  

 

We located the 2001, 2002, 

2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2008, 

2009, and 2010 Annual 

Environmental and Reclamation 

Reports, noting that the 2007 

Annual Report was not 

included, missing. And, we 

found only one annual Water 

Management Plan, the one for 

1998. 

http://www.bctwa.org/
http://www.bctwa.org/FrackingBC.html
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We also noted that the image quality of these FOI documents was poor to exceptionally poor, 

especially when comparing them to the very same documents released to the public on January 

30, 2015 (with the release of the Mount Polley Review Panel report). Unlike the Mt. Polley FOI 

documents, the documents of January 30, 2015 were of high image quality.  

 

Sample comparisons of these Annual Environmental and Reclamation Report documents are 

provided below. The first sample page for each successive reporting year, showing comparisons 

from the first page of the Table of Contents, clearly shows that the 2017 FOI documents are 

poorer in quality, and that the January 2015 documents have higher quality imagery.  

 

The Water Balance Data Tables are also included for each Annual Environmental and 

Reclamation Report sampling, clearly showing that none of them are legible. As we explained 

throughout our December 2014 report, The Scene of the Crime: A Preliminary Analysis and 

History of the Mount Polley Mine Tailings Storage Facility, the Water Balance Table data is 

critical for examining and understanding the operational life and proper function of the 

Tailing Storage Facility (TSF). Because that data is illegible in all the FOI material, it begs an 

obvious question concerning public obfuscation.    

 

In May 2016, we were told that the Ministry of Mines had systematically scanned all the Mount 

Polley related documents prior to January 30, 2015, and we believe that those scanned 

documents were of high quality, as we show below in our example comparisons. We do not 

know why we did not receive the Ministry of Mines’ high quality documents, and were instead 

provided with third or fourth rate generation copies. 

 

In addition to the above stated concerns, the FOI documents also include poor quality 

reproductions of report photographs and images, infected within other numerous tables and 

figures, where the data imagery is faded and incomprehensible / illegible. 

 

During the first week of March, 2017, the FOI department will release these poor image quality 

Mount Polley Mining Corporation documents to the public on its FOI website.  

 

“We have been waiting for these documents for an entire year, and we are very disappointed in 

the results,” notes Will Koop, BC Tap Water Alliance Coordinator. “Most of these documents 

are in fact “public” documents, and should not only have been provided for public review in 

libraries when those reports were published, but they should also have been provided to us ten 

months ago. Evidently, we must now wait even longer for the government to provide us with 

high quality and legible digital copies from the original report documents.” 

 

 

* NOTE:  See our October 10, 2016 media release, BC Government / F.O.I. Stalling on 

Mount Polley Mining Corporation Reports, http://www.bctwa.org/PrRel-Oct10-2016-

StallingOnReports.pdf, for more information. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bctwa.org/PrRel-Oct10-2016-StallingOnReports.pdf
http://www.bctwa.org/PrRel-Oct10-2016-StallingOnReports.pdf
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