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Counter-clockwise, Google Earth 

Satellite image (2009) showing the 

communities and cities along the 

Kootenay River. The red arrow 

indicates the location of the 

community of Glade.  

 

To the upper image section or east 

is the City of Nelson, and to lower 

image section or the west lies the 

City of Castlegar. 
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Report Summary: The Glade Creek Watershed Reserve 
 

The community of Glade is located along the southern shore of the Kootenay River just below 

the confluence of the Slocan River, and in-between two BC Interior City centres, Castlegar and 

Nelson. The community of Glade is located within Area I of the official planning boundary of 

the Regional District of Central Kootenay (RDCK), and its water source, the north-west facing 

Glade Creek watershed, composed of the North Fork and South Fork tributaries, is located in 

planning boundary Area E.  

 

The community of Glade was originally issued a water licence in September 1908, with a 

subsequent license issued in July 1975, both on Glade Creek. The Glade Irrigation District, an 

Improvement District incorporated under the Water Act, was formed in 1973. 

 

In February 2016, Glade residents contacted the BC Tap Water Alliance (BCTWA). They were 

concerned about renewed logging proposals in the Glade Creek Community Watershed by two 

forest companies with Crown timber Chart areas granted by government in the watershed.  

 

The BCTWA soon discovered and reported to the residents that their watershed was designated 

as a Community Watershed Map Reserve, listed in Appendix G of an October 1980 Ministry of 

Environment document, Guidelines for Watershed Management of Crown Lands Used as 

Community Water Supplies.  

 

 
 
Above: Excerpt from Appendix G, Guidelines for Watershed Management of Crown Lands Used as Community 

Water Supplies, showing Glade Creek, map location and identity number 30, highlighted in red. 
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In May 1973, an Executive Committee 

of Deputy Ministers, called the 

Environment and Land Use Technical 

Committee, 1 authorized its provincial 

Task Force on community watersheds 

(February, 1972 to October, 1980) to 

establish, and in many instances to re-

establish, Land Act Watershed Map 

Reserves for BCôs Community 

Watershed Water Purveyors and Users. The October 1980 document, being the final outcome of 

the Task Forceôs eight-year mandate, included a long list of almost 300 Community Watershed 

Map Reserves. Also appended to the 1980 document were a series of 5 large format maps, each 

providing the names and locations of all the Watershed Map Reserves placed throughout the 

former 24 jurisdictions of BCôs Water Districts.  

 

Formal Ministry of Forestsô comprehensive forest planning analysis documents, submitted to the 

BC Legislature in 1980 and 1984, made references to the ñconstraintsò associated with BCôs 

Community Watershed Reserve tenure designations: 

¶ ñthese areas have all been defined and placed in Forestsô records as map reserves;ò 2 

¶ ñwatershed reservesò are part of the ñwithdrawalsò from the Ministry of Forestsô ñland 

base.ò 3 

 

The BCTWA also possessed a copy of a 1980s Forest Atlas Reference Map (see below), 

authenticating that Glade Creek had been designated as a Community Watershed Map Reserve. 

Standard for government Reference Maps (Canvas, Milar and TRIM maps), the Watershed 

Reserveôs boundaries were outlined with a thick blue line and included the Map Reserveôs file 

reference number, a file owned and supposedly kept in order by the Ministry of Lands. As a 

stipulated requirement, resource administrators must refer to government Reference Maps for 

clearance purposes when they conduct resource permit proposal applications and assessments, 

such as timber sales and timber tenures, in order to confirm if the Crown land in question does 

not have any Land Ownership Code restrictions, encumbrances or conflicts. The map copy of the 

Glade Community Watershed Map Reserve was forwarded as evidence to the residents.    

 

As understood by government administrators who had authorized their establishment, 

Community Watershed Order-in-Council Reserves, and Community Watershed Map Reserves, 

which were, and are, established under Sections 15 and 16 of the Land Act, 4 protect and 

ñwithdraw Crown land from dispositionò  5 within described boundaries of the said Reserves. 

                                                 
1 The Committee was created through the mandate and powers of the 1971 Environment and Land Use Act. 
2 The March 1980 Forest and Range Resource Analysis Technical Report, Appendix D, Contributions from Other 

Users. 
3 The 1984 Forest and Range Resource Analysis report, Chapter B1, The Forest Land Base, page B1. 
4 The two Reserve Sections were formerly numbered as Sections 11 and 12 of the Land Act (1970-1996).  
5 The Interpretation Section of the 1970 Land Act defines ñdispositionò as that which ñincludes every act of the 

Crown whereby Crown lands or any right, title, interest, or estate therein are granted, disposed of, or affected, or by 

which the Crown divests itself of, or creates a right, title, interest, or estate in land or permits the use of land; and 

the words ñdispose ofò have a corresponding meaning.ò The same section defines ñreserved landsò as ñCrown 

lands that have been withdrawn from disposition under this or any other Act.ò 
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Right: Eastern section of a 1980s Forest 

Atlas Reference milar map showing the 

lower or northwestern half of the Glade 

Creek Watershed Reserve outlined in blue 

dashed lines, with the words WATERSHED 

RES in blue, with the Reserveôs reference 

file number. 
 

 

The Land Act Reserve legislation has 

been and is commonly used by 

government to temporarily or 

permanently protect Crown lands for 

various purposes. It is powerful 

legislation, the very same legislation, for 

instance, that protected hundreds of 

areas first proposed, and dozens of those 

finally chosen, by government as 

Ecological Reserves. According to 

Community Watershed Map Reserve 

status records found in many Reserve 

files, administrators typically assigned 

them with a ñtemporaryò term, expiring 

in the year 9,999. Though technically a 

ñtemporaryò term, the Watershed Map 

Reservesô expiry date was almost eternal 

or permanent, acknowledging the 

critical nature assigned by government 

for continuous protection of BCôs 

community water purveyors and users.  

 

 
 

The powers attributed to these Reserves is what seems to have deeply troubled many 

government, academic and private company foresters alike. 

 

The BCTWA also informed the Glade residents about its major research publications which 

provide documented accounts of the lengthy administrative history of BCôs Community 

Watershed Reserves. I.e.:  

 

¶ the 2006 book, From Wisdom to Tyranny: A History of British Columbiaôs Drinking 

Watershed Reserves;  

¶ the on-line report, The Big Eddy: A History of the Big Eddy Waterworks District, and its 

Long-Standing Battles to Protect the Dolan Creek Watershed Reserve;  

http://www.bctwa.org/BigEddy.html
http://www.bctwa.org/BigEddy.html
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¶ the on-line report, Good Servants / Bad Service: An Examination of Records and Reports 

Relating to Rossland Cityôs Drinking Watershed Reserves (1923-2002).  

 

We asked the residents to obtain as many records as possible to check and verify whether or not 

the Glade community, through the lengthy administration of the Glade Creek Irrigation District, 

had kept or been given information by government about their Watershed Reserve.  

 

A Freedom of Information request on the Reserveôs Lands file was made. The short file revealed 

that the Watershed Map Reserve had been registered by the Ministry of Environment in 1976 ï 

as part of the authorized initiative and mandate of the community watersheds Task Force, like 

the almost 300 Map Reserves established / re-established between 1973 and 1976. The file stated 

that along with the Map Reservation of Glade, ten other local community watersheds were also 

established as Map Reserves. 6  

 

The Glade Creek 

Watershed Map Reserve 

file includes an undated 

memo (mid-October, 

1976?) that the 

Watershed Reserve 

application was opposed 

by the Forest Service. 

However, subsequent 

government documents 

and Reference Maps 

from 1980 following, 

which were not part of 

the file, reveal that the 

Glade Creek Watershed 

Map Reserve had 

nevertheless been 

established in favour of 

the Glade Creek 

Irrigation District. These 

facts / clues lend credence to the BCTWAôs suspicions, as is the case with a number of other 

Watershed Reserve files, that the Glade Creek Reserve file may have been purged or tampered 

with, as documents post-1977 are missing. 7 

 

For example, as explained by way of a confidential source in From Wisdom to Tyranny, a party, 

or parties, within government shredded key incriminating documents in two Ministry of Landsô 

Community Watershed Map Reserve files kept for Bartlett and Mountain Chief Creeks. 8 The 

fileôs paper shredding was undertaken to remove revelatory records that may have authenticated 

                                                 
6 Boivin Creek, Silver Spring Lake, Kindersley Creek, Bjerkness Creek, Sandy Creek, Eagle Creek, Hendryx and 

Indian Creeks, Proctor Creek, Caribou Creek, Heart Creek. 
7 Another possibility is that administrators may have failed their duties to properly update the Reserve file.  
8 Chapter 9, The Paris Judgement and Pandoraôs Box, page 144. 

http://www.bctwa.org/RossResRep-Dec8-08.pdf
http://www.bctwa.org/RossResRep-Dec8-08.pdf
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the establishment and ongoing tenure memos related to the two Reserves, stifling the Surveyor 

Generalôs file evidence submitted for a July 1997 Supreme Court Hearing in Nelson City, where 

the Surveyor General provided Affidavit evidence that now favored the Respondents. 9 Old 

Forest Atlas Reference Maps clearly show that Bartlett Creek was designated a Watershed 

Reserve in the early 1940s. Later, Forest Atlas Reference Maps in the 1980s and early 1990s 

document both Bartlett and Mountain Chief Watershed Reserves. 10 

 

According to statements made in a July 17, 1997 interview with Rob McArthur, the Regional 

Water Planner for the Kootenay Region, 11 the Surveyor Generalôs staff ñhad a hard time finding 

where the hellò their two Reserve files were kept. The Ministry of Landsô staff finally discovered 

the location and holder of the two files, along with other Reserve files: they had been absconded 

from the Ministry of Lands by the Ministry of Forests since at least 1989! 

 

The Valhalla Wilderness 

Societyôs court action 

against the Ministry of 

Forests in 1997 correctly 

alleged the Ministryôs 

unlawful issuance of logging 

permits to Slocan Forest 

Products in the two 

Community Watershed Map 

Reserves. The two Reserves, 

located between and above 

the Towns of New Denver 

and Silverton, is where large 

public protests had taken 

place in 1997 against the 

logging proposals, with 

residents wrongfully arrested by the RCMP for interfering with the transport of logging 

equipment headed toward the two Watershed Reserves, whose old growth forests had never been 

logged. After the court case, with the Court dismissing Valhallaôs legitimate claim, the 

government quickly erased the two Watershed Reserves from Ministerial Reference Maps, with 

the vindictive purpose of demonstrating to the Supreme Court, and to the concerned public, that 

the two Reserves in question had never been established by government. 

   

A tenure inquiry was made with the Cranbrook Regional office of the Ministry of Forests, Lands 

and Natural Resources (FLNR) in July, 2016. The Cranbrook portfolio officers found no 

evidence of the Glade Creek Watershed Reserve file reference number in FLNRôs digital 

management records database.  

 

                                                 
9 The Valhalla Wilderness Society (Petitioners) Vs. the Ministry of Forests, the Ministry of Environment, Lands and 

Parks, the Attorney General, and Slocan Forest Products (Respondents), Nelson Registry 6789. 
10 As with Glade Creek, the two watersheds are located in the Arrow Timber Supply Area. 
11 Rob McArthur was the Ministry of Environmentôs designated alternate for the 1993-1995 Glade Creek Technical 

Committee (see Section 9 for a descriptive of the Committee). 


