‘ Service held Tuesday in Creston.

Kent Watson was speakmg ata When asked his personal opin-
special meeting of the Public Ad-" ion on logging in the area, in light
visory Committee to,zthe Forest of the quality and quantity of the
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"water provided by the two
creeks, Watson said he is
concerned with the environment.

‘Ive seen a lot “of areas
destroyed,” he said. ‘We -want
what is best for Creston. If it's .
logged and wrecked, Creston suf-
fers. If it's logged and not

. wrecked, I'd be happy to be

proved-wrong,’ he said.

The expert said that the issue
of logging in the watersheds was
‘the touchiest’ he had ever been
involved in.

‘A lot of care would have to be >
taken,” he added.

But, Watson said, there are
areas of stable soil conditions
which would be harvested now
without damage to the environ- -
ment, on the erenth of his-
study.

The area is in the Wynndel Box
and Logging sphere of influence
and contains approxxmabe}y 136

“square kilometres of land. Wat-

son pointed out that the maps and
Teport do - not imply that loggmg
will take place in ;the area,: buiy

that thov farm navt AF the dalg



ned residents study the zoning-
Advance Photo

pnCerhs

was created. -/
- Most resxdents whether or-
chard owners, or owners of
. property that has. two different
zonings on it, were worried that
" the zoning laws would require

some change from them. Mosher .

 vexplained that zoning cannot
force any changes to existing
property.

There was one request durmg
the meeting for a zoning change,
from Mr. Doug Kinney, who
wanted to have a strip of land at
the back of his property zoned as

" tourist commercial, which would

-enable him to build a recreation-:

al-vehicle park. Kinney’s land is
zoned R6 now, which provides for
residential trailers on the land. -

Gordon Velt.ch questioned the

Vv

Continued page 2

ucouUycu, uE dSalu. yve  waie

what is best for Creston: If'i's

logged and wrecked, Creston suf-
fers. If it's logged: and not

- wrecked, I'd be happy to be_:'_

proved- wrong,”- he said.
~ The expert said that the issue™
of logging in the watersheds was™

" ‘the touchiest’ he had ever been
" involved in.

‘A lot of care would have to be
taken,” he added.

But, Watson " said, there are
areas of stable soil conditions
which would be harvested now
without damage to the:environ- -
ment, on the strength of hls
study.

The area is in Lhe Wynndel"Box
and Logging sphere of ‘influence
and contains appro_xlmax.ely 136

% square kilometres of land. Wat-
~ son pointed out that the maps and

repon. do - not imply that loggmg

,_,wﬂllakeplacemthearea, bui
“that they form part'of the data

base ‘on which a deasxon to log
would be made. : ]
The mapping - was commxs—

lllll

1979 and received by mempers of

the PAC on Monday. 1? i

. In response 0 a quesuon on::
‘eSponsibility for the*watershed, -

“Gary Boyden of Wynndel Box™

pombed out that the company by
law, must follow the logging plan,
but ~added that. some Lhmgg :
cannot be guaranteed, partic-

‘ularly acts of nature.

Members of irrigation districts

“expressed concern that water flow
-would be decreased if clear-cut
‘logging were allowed in the area. -
-Forest Service hydrologist Dave

Toews of Nelson pointed out that °
trees ‘acted as wicks’ and used
water in the soil, while clear cut
areas ‘acted as a sponge, hcld-
ing the water.” This point was-
disputed, using Sullivan Creek as
an example. dunng the very dry "
summer of 1977

Watson concluded by saying .

“that the roads and skid trails into-

the area were the main concerns.
because of the instability ofthe :
soil.  Cable systems, " he said, -

v"”“"”“*‘“\mlghtbeoneanswerto»heprob

lem. ¢
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-7 Len Langevin

“lans to lug an area ‘technically’
thin the Arrow Creek watershed
ve members ol Erickson Im-
avement District and Duck Ar-
w Task Force upset with the
nistry of Forests.
About one-third of a cut block
iich has been sold is ‘technically
“hin the boundaries of the Arrow
~ck Walershed,' said Steve Flett,
restry information officer. But he
«ds the area consists of ‘very guiet
-rain with 10-20 per cent
pes...and there are no s.reams
ident in the block.

iack at work

njoying a short break Norm Barrette,
eorge Piccin, Eddie Hills and Wayne

Flett also noted the block is
located at a higher level of the
watershed—an elevation of about
4,500 feet.

The rest of the area is located in
the Okell Creek drainage area

behind Arrow Mountain which

drains below the intake on Arrow
Creek.

Flett’s argument, however,
doesn't hold any water with task
force member Albert. Brunham.

He told the Advance the timber
licence will be a main topic of
discussion at Wednesday's Pablic
Advisory C.mmittee (PAC)
meeting.

Brunham, who chairs the PAC,
contends the ministry has been
allowing logging to take place
along the Arrrow Creek waltershed
borders. Often, he said, the logging
will encroach the protected water-
shed boundary.

Flett agrees the area ‘has been
and still is protected, but it looked
as though (the licenced portion}
was all in the Okell Creek drainage
area’ before the timber sale took
place,

Under a 1984 signed agreement,
any logging proposals in either Ar-
row or Sullivan creek watersheds
would come before the Erickson

MacLean are on the job, thanks to a $30,000
federal grant (see story page 3). aa.ance Proto

o Ao

‘orestry under fire for logging plans

Improveinceal  District trustees‘
before being sold

Any Jogariy in the watershed
also has to be approved by the
Duck-Atrow Task Force which is
chaired by Flett. - )

‘It appears these as:urames and:,
promises...have fallen by thé -
wayside,' said Elvin Masuch, l;‘,_[b
board chairman, in a letter to Flett,- ¢

The letter, which was also serit
to town council, was referred to
council's task force members ‘on
the recommendnllon of Ald
Vaughan Mosher.

‘We should find out the exacl

——

i
I

N

(logging) area. There are parts: 0 g !

the watershed that are sale to_ IogQ 3

"but they're few and far . :iw&én,”

Mosher told councjl at its last
meeting,

]r

Since Flett received nguch’s leb'1 i

ter, Ihe area in question has been’
toured by both men and other"
members of the EID, said Flett, and .

- the gpinioi oS Hue groud Jsdhgl,

(logging) is not ds worrysorie a
situation as originally feit:

But Masu;h told the Aduance
Wednesday that . his concetns.
have not changed ‘much, gincé his
December. 30 letter asnd the EID'is
still against any logging w:lhln the
watershed. .

EID trustées Tyesday gave BC
Forest Services the. option of e
removing the watershed land rom
the 56-hectare cut block or signing
a letter saying the BCFS would
take full responsibility for any ef-
fects in waler condition.

“‘We feel it is a sensilive area ini
regards to. water quahty, said
Masuch,

He added he can't see how the
ministry could-have thought all -of .
the sale lol was in the Okell Cregk;
area because 'it's quite plain on the
map...Okell Creek is:on one sldc

2|

and Arrow Creek is on the other.” -
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ceptionist Requnred_
in Optometric Office

Please send resumes to:

Dr. Gene Zackowski
Box 790,
Creston, B.C.

UP TO
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n Kent Woodstoves

- the best sale on the best woodstove made.

By Len Langevin

Plans to log portions of the Ar-
row Creek Watershed and a slash
burn which caused a forest fire will
make up a large portion of

Wednesday's Public Advisory

Committee to the forestry meeting.
Logging plans for the watershed-

. ‘have members from the Erickson

Improvement District, PAC and
Puck Arrow Task Force concern-
ed about water quality in the area,
while RDCK director Elvin Masuch
will bring up the Skelly Creek fire
caused by a slash bum.

Masuch, who called the ‘Skefly .

Creek incident a “fiasco’, introduc-
ed a resolution at last Saturday s
regional district meeting calling for
the cancellat.on of controfied slash
burning until an evaluation of bur-

What is Creston’s future?

The Creston Chamber of Com-
merce will attempt to answer that
question as its members will host

" a one day meeting titled ‘Creston

Futures 87 onf'February 5. 1987.

Chamber manager Gail Greers-

woodsandﬂ.emeemngwillioms
on the direction Creston is taking,
and will incude discussion on

economic, societal and  other ¢
: - developments in the community.

The schedule will indude talks
“conducted by Chuck Dary. Direc-
tor for Community - Economic -
Development from the Provindaf -

ning practices is completed
The resolnhon was passed

‘ unammously

In a motion, Masuch cited the

forest fires caused by slash burn-

ings cost the taxpayers large
amounts of money.

The Skelly Creek fire cost lax-
payers.$600,000 and burned 1,734
acres, of which 392 contained one-
year-old plantation, noted the
resolution directed to Jack Kempf,
Minister of Lands and Forests.

Steve Flett, forestry information
officer, said he also will be review-
ing slash buming at the PAC
meeting.

‘It will probably take up a large
portion of the meeting. 1 want to
discuss the dos and don'ts of slash
burning and see if the Skelly fire
could have been prevented .

Ministry of Economic Development
and Creston Mayor Lela Irvine.
The day will also feature a
brainstorming . session, ad hoc
groups, defining-. community
strengths and weaknesses and
identifying economic opportuanities
available in xhe area. -

Thélisted obyemvesh ‘Jday
aré Yo: d&velop a commvns:on

In another torestry-related
resolution introduced by Masuch,
the regional district. called for the
province. Lo re-evaluate the
ministry’s practices in regards to
staff reductions and office cicsures
affecting public service.

With our surrounding area very

sensitive to logging, Masuch toid

the Advarce, the Creston foresty
office cannot afford any more
cutbacks.

He added he has heard rumors
of the Creston office being closed.

Fiett told thie Advance he will be
introducing the forestry's access
planning program—a log-tefn pro-
cess to determine ueeGs of all
{orest use:

Wednesdais. PAC ineeting starts
at 7 p.m. a-the Creston foresiry
office.

Chamber of Commerce seminar
to discuss future of Creston -

leaders and the public.’
To identify general commumty
strengths and weakn&ss&s, and
realistic econoinic developmem
" opportunities.’
To foster {ree ’&hmkmg while

proposal.” . i
Amoderaf&wﬂlbeusedloet—-

: phmthepuiposedﬂ:emeem

maotivate gronps, summarite

@

P S
b .
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Job loss feared if watershed spared

By Patrick Berting

The Town of Creston’s stance

against logging in the Arrow

» Creek watershed has the Creston
forest industry fuming.

Gary Boyden, woodlands

manager with Wynndel Box and

- Lumber Co., is concerned about
A

. * the ecomomic implications of
- . logging in the town’s water catch-
. ment area. 'l take exception to
- (Mayor) Irvine’s comments (at the
- January 9 council meeting) that
we are not going to log, especial-
- ly considering the number of jobs
at stake,’” he told the Advance.
- The employees of J.H. Huscroft
~. Ltd., Crestbrook Forest Industries
.. Ltd. and. Wynndel Box- and

‘}% - Lumber Co. ‘will lose their jobs
’éml 3

with the reduction in the annual
. allowable cut that will result if
eramics  this timber is removed,’ wrote
:eathing . Boyden in the Creston Forestry
v - Association’s response to the

e e B

Ministry of Forests' Duck and Ar-
row Watersheds Task Force
Report. He added that represen-
tatives of the forest industry
workers should have been
notified about the study and
allowed to participate in it since
their jobs are at stake.

In Boyden’s opinion, the loss of
jobs caused by removal of the
watershed from Wynndel Box
and Lumber Co.’s annual
allowable cut would be more im-
portant than the financial loss to
Wynndel Box and Lumber Co.

That logging in the area could
ever cause permanent closure of
the brewery or destroy the
valley's agriculture industry is ‘in-
conceivable’ to the logging com-
panies. Boyden’s report admits,
however, that there is a risk of
economic damage -through
disruption of the water supply for
the brewery and agriculture.

Boyden turned to history for

proof that logging the Arrow
Creek watershed will have less of
an impact than the natural
disasters that have occurred. He
noted that past wildfires and
subsequent salvage logging did
not prevent the establishment of
a brewery in Creston, and that
agriculture in the valley flourish-
ed despite extensive fires in the
watershed in the '40s and '50s.

The forest industry criticized
the Ministry of Forests for not in-
cluding a representative of the
mining industry on the task force.
Considering that there has been
widespread mineral exploration

" in the area there should have

been one.

Another criticism is that the
task force report makes no men-
tion of the value of the forest in-
dustry to the valley's economy
while describing the brewing and
agriculture industries as vital to
Creston.

Boyen said that council’s in-

" sistence that any logging in the

town's water catchment area be
done with helicopters is un-
justified: ‘You still have to make
roads with helicopter logging,’ he
said. The forest companies never
proposed to log by conventional
means, ‘but, our options don't in-
clude helicopter logging.” His
company would use high-lead
cables and light floatation skid-
ders to lessen environmental im-
pact of harvesting.

Boyden also criticized Erickson
Improvement District chairman
Elvin Masuch for advising further
‘time-wasting’ studies ve con-
ducted when there is a mass of
data available.

The general public will have
the opportunity to air their views
on the issue at a Ministry of
Forests hearing to be held in
February.
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¥ Advance Staff

Only the community unit-
ing to take immediate,
adamant action will stop log-
ging at the source of Creston’s
and Erickson’s drinking

water, members of Protect

Our Watershed say. -

-~“The -Arrow:Creek water-
shed will be logged, said.

Tanna Patterson. She, along

with other members of the
group set up to protect Arrow -

Creek’s watershed, wants to
changethat. . . . .

“The Ministry. ‘of Forests
and govemment officials say
it’s in the annual allowable
cut and there’s nothing any-
body can do about it,” Sue
Low, an Erickson orchardist
and member of POW, said of
plans to log the watershed.

" “But we can change that. It
can always be changed,” said
another orchardist, Marcie
Plotnikoff.

Sitting on Patterson’s sun-
deck overlooking the Erickson
orchards, the three women
talked about what the com-
munity will have to do to pro-

tect the Arrow Creek water--

shed.
- Low and Patterson have
taken hikes through the
watershed, with the approval
of the Erickson Improvement
District which manages the
water, and say the area should
be protected and remain
untouched. -

“When we started explor-

ing the watershed, it was my

'Marcue Plotnlkoff Sue Low and Tanna Patterson (from Ieft) toast the idea of pure dnnkmg water.

idea of a pristine area, " said
‘Low. “We don’t have many
pristine areas left anymore, so
why should we screw up
another one?

“Certain areas should be
left untouch

Low explalned that pro-

logging advocates and the -
government might reply that .

there are areas which are
already protected. . °

She said she would reply:
“What a better area to protect
than Arrow Creek?”

The Arrow Creek water-

shed houses an ecological
diverse wilderness, including
old-growth forest at the
headwaters of the creek, a

- caribou. herd ‘and other

untouched plants and ani-
mals, the POW members
said.

Wynndel Box and Lumber
was slated to start building
roads into the watershed in
accordance with a forest
development plan, Patterson
said. But the company
delayed doing so while await-

- ing results of ecological stud-

* Photo by Chwis Laurser

ies being done in "Arrow
Creek as part of the Forest
Practices Code.

Road building and logging
is what concerns Protect Ow
Watershed. At an Eas!

Kootenay - = Environmen
Society meeti_ng Oct. 8
Erickson - Improvemen

District trustee and Regiona
District of Central Kootena
director Elvin Masuch saic
that logging and waterched
don’t go together. . . .

See 'Sull:van..., on page &

: ;':g:
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to logging
with licence

By Shauna Lowry
Advance Staff

The Creston Valley Forest
Corporation is officially open
for business after Nelson-
Creston MLA Corky Evans fpre-
sented president Bob Griffith
with its forest licence Monday.

The CVFC was notified of-

the licence Jan. 12, 10 months
after the Town of Creston's for-
est licence proposal was first
accepted in March.

"This is a culmination of a
whole bunch of people's life
waork,” Evans said. "I want to
say thanks. T didn't do it,
(Forests Minister) David
Zirnhelt didn't do it, (Premier)
Glen Clark didn't do it.

“This is.a grand experiment
that people here accomplished.”

The licence’s operating area,
determined in May, includes
the community watersheds of
Arrow, Sullivan and Camp Run
creeks. Arrow Mountain is also
included within the area.

The corporation will receive
annual contracts of up t015,000
cubic metres for at least the next
15 years. Logging is expected to
begin in 1999.

"The intent for the wood is to
be used locally, including J.H.
Huscroft, Wynndel Box and
Lumber, other small mills and
value-added operators,” said
Gary Boyden, a forest economic
development officer with Forest
Renewal B.C. and a community
representative of the CVFC
board.

See “Public...” on page 2.

Thursday, February 5, 1998

Countdown

LLocal News

Public consultation

- Continued from page 1.

"The corporation doesn't
intend to hire (its) own log-
gers. The intent at this point is
to contract out the logging,
road construction and hauling
as well as silviculture work."

Creston's community forest
licence was a response to cuts
in logging quotas first intro-
duced in 1995 and related job
losses in the Kootenay Lake
timber area.

Creston and Kaslo are the
only communities with forest
licences in Evans's constituen-

"It has to work here
because other people are

watching and would like to
do the same thing," Evans
said. "If it works; it will make
governing in the next century
a wlioie lot easier.

"As it turns out, being a
politician in the latter part of
the century means being part
of a community deeply divid-
ed by environmental and
industrial (concerns). This
split between preservation
and industrial use w:1l be
moderated and Creston is
leading the way."

CVEC is seeking manage-
ment services for its licence,
accepting proposals until
Tuesday.

"(The successful candidate)

promised

will work with or on behalf of
the board to help prepare nec-
essary plans and operations,”
Griffith said.

According to Boyden, the
next step is preparing a five-
year development plan, "an all-
encompassing plan that incor-
porates road plans, cutting per-
mit plans, silviculture plans
and watershed planning.”

Public input will be consid-
ered throughout the planning

process, but it's not yet
known when.
"The public will be

involved early in all of the
planning processes, not after
thgdplan is prepared,” Boyden
sai
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Overcutting a concern'

By Shauna Lowry
Advance Staff

Is it seeing the forest for the
trees or seeing the trees for the
forest?

That is the conflict between
environmental and industrial
concerns as B.C.’s forests are
pulled in opposing directions
— one wanting less wood and
one wanting more.

An Innovative Forestry
Practices Agreement, which
eight Kootenay Lake forest
licensees have jointly applied
for, will provide an opportuni-
ty for increased annual allow-
able cuts (AAC) to successful
applicants.

“That’s one of the dangers,”
East Kootenay Environmental
Society president Ray Marriner
said. “The previous reduction
still left allowable cuts 100,000
cubic metres above the average
cut of the previous five years.

“Certainly our forests are
overcut.”

Kootenay Lake Forest
District's AACs were reduced
by 22 per cent in 1995.

Responsible harvesting
methods are the key to sustain-
able resources, according to
Marriner, who represents the
EKES on the Creston Valley

“Some of the pro-
jects may be envi-
ronmentally orient-
ed . .. We should-
n’t hold our breath
on it probably.”

— Ray Marriner

Forest Corporation board.

EKES is one of five share-
holders in the CVFC. EKES
vice-president Ralph Moore is
also on the CVFC board as a
community representative.

“There are forestry cuts that
can be used, like commercial
thinning and salvage opera-
tions,” Marriner said. “I would
say that because the opportuni-
ty to get some funds for com-
munity forest licences to pur-
sue their ideals of different
kinds of logging, it may be
beneficial.

“That is why we have
agreed to get ourselves
involved in this. It is potential-
ly more a benefit than a detri-

ment. As a community forest
licence, we advocate very envi-
ronmentally sensitive logging.”

Marriner hopes some of the
innovative projects IFPA hold-
ers propose will address envi-
ronmental concerns, although
he remains unconvinced. ,

“Some of the projects
involved may be environmen-
tally oriented,” he said. “It may
not have all that much effect. °
We shouldn’t hold our breath
on it probably.”

Eligible activities as outlined
by the Ministry of Forests
include: alternative harvesting
methods and silviculture sys-
tems; forest resources enhance-
ment; increased forest produc-
tivity; biological diversity pro-
tection; and, more accurate -
growth and yield information.

Agreement holders are also
required to follow the Forest
Practices Code.

Marriner does see the joint
proposal as a positive step.

“The concept of working
together on these things is
something we always advo-
cate,” he said. “It's fairly dis-
similar organizations working
together, but that is the only
way to go.”
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Water quality in Smith’s hands

By Shauna Lowry
Advance Staff

Jim Smith is walking on
sensitive ground both figura-
tively and literally.

Announced as manager of
the Creston Valley Forest
Corporation’s community for-
est licence Wednesday, the
local resident is responsible
for overseeing the harvesting
of watershed areas in the
Creston Valley.

The most controversial
area is the entire Arrow Creek
watershed, including Okelle
Creek, the corporation’s
biggest operating area.

“It has to be one of the
most valuable watersheds in
the southern Interior because
it supplies water to the
(Columbia) Brewery,” Smith
said, estimating the water’s

value at $220 million per year.

The watershed also sup-
plies the Town of Creston,
most of the orchards in
Erickson and the Erickson

sensitive is because it burned
in the "40s and part of the pro-
tection just isn’t there. The
parts that are still forested are
very important to protect the

Improvement District.

“In the peak sea-
son, the community
uses six million gal-
lons per day,” Smith
said.

The back end of Ar-
row Creek includes
old-growth spruce
and balsam forests.

“The headwaters
contain some very
valuable timber and it is the
primary area in Arrow Creek
that contains old-growth tim-
ber,” he said. “It’s where
most of the water originates
and is highly sensitive to log-
ging.

“Part of the reason it is so

Smith

water.”

According to
Smith, the CVFC will
not go into the Arrow
Creek operating area
right away.

“We’ve got to be
very careful what we
| do,” he said. “We're
going to start in less-
contentious areas to
gain some experi-
ence with gentler forest
practices and also to build
some trust with the commu-

“Trust is built on perfor—
mance. We're going to work
hard to work with the com-
munity and develop gentle

forestry techniques in less
sensitive areas so that once
we get into Arrow Creek, as a
corporation we’ll know what
we can do and the communi-
ty will know what we can
do ”

Iromcally, Smith sat on the
province’s first public adviso-
ry committee to the B.C.
Forest Service, which began
in 1977 in the Creston area.
The committee was dedicated
to Keeping logglng out of
Arrow

“It was the p primary vehicle
that people have used to
make sure logging around
the Creston community was
going to be appropriate and
logging was not going to
happen in Arrow Creek,” he
said.

See “Stance...” on page 20.
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Water quality in Smith’s hands

By Shauna Lowry
Advance Staff

Jim Smith is walking on
sensitive ground both figura-
tively and literally.

Announced as manager of
the Creston Valley Forest
Corporation’s community for-
est licence Wednesday, the
local resident is responsible
for overseeing the harvesting
of watershed areas in the
Creston Valiey.

The most controversial
area is the entire Arrow Creek
watershed, including Okelle
Creek, the corporation’s
biggest operating area.

“It has to be one of the
most valuable watersheds in
the southern Interior because
it supplies water to the
(Columbia) Brewery,” Smith
said, estimating the water’s

value at $220 million per year.

The watershed also sup-
plies the Town of Creston,
most of the orchards in
Erickson and the Erickson
Improvement District.

“In the peak sea-
son, the community
uses six million gal-
lons per day,” Smith
said.

The back end of Ar-
row Creek includes
old-growth spruce
and balsam forests.

“The headwaters
contain some very
valuable timber and it is the
primary area in Arrow Creek
that contains old-growth tim-
ber,” he said. “It’s where
most of the water originates
and is highly sensitive to log-

ing.

“Part of the reason it is so

Smith

sensitive is because it burned
in the '40s and part of the pro-
tection just isn’t there. The
parts that are still forested are
very important to protect the
water.”

According to
Smith, the CVEC will
not go into the Arrow
M Creek operating area
right away.
| “We've

very careful what we
&o6,” he sal

gotiig to sHit T
“coritentiou

gain some €xp
ence with gentlei” forést
practices and also to build
35me -
iR e
rust is built on perfor-
mance. We're going to work
hard to work with the com-
munity and develop gentle

ot to_be

forestry techniques in less
sensitive areas so that once
we get into Arrow Creek, as a
corporation we'll know what
we can do and the communi-
ty will know what we can
do.”
_Ironically, Smith sat on the
province’s first public adviso-
onmittee” to” the B.C.
Forest Service, which began
in 1977 inthe Créston area.
The ¢éommittee was dedicated
fo keeping 1ogging dut of

Afrgw Creell

“It was the primary vehicle
that people have used to
make sure logging around
the Creston community was
going to be appropriate and
logging was not going to
happen in Arrow Creek,” he
said.

Stance reversed

Continued from page 1.

Smith is now on the other
side of the fence along with two
other former committee mem-
bers, Regional District of
Central Kootenay director Elvin
Masuch and East Kootenay
Environmental Society vice-
president Ralph Moore, both of
whom are now CVFC directors.

“EKES and EID and a num-
ber of other groups tried to ﬁft
Arrow Creek preserved (in the
Koctenay-Boundary Land Use
Plan),” Smith said. “That didn’t
happen. That left Arrow Creek
— this very, very valuable
watershed — ‘in the cut.” ”

According to Smith, that
means the area became part of
the land base for annual allow-
able cuts for the Kootenay tim-
ber supply.

“It’s not, ‘Is Arrow Creek
going to be logged,” it's,
‘Who?” “ he said. “Then along
came the concept of a commu-
nity forest licence.

“The local people here who
had been fighting saw it as an
opportunity to at least be in
control of the logging.”

Smith expects the corpora-
tion to start harvesting in the
Lipsett area at the bottom of
Thompson Mountain.

The Thompson Mountain

operating area includes
Sullivan Creek, another water-
shed for the EID. s N E (=

Camp Run Creek in the
Thompson Mountain region,
supplies water for the North
Canyon Water District.

Arrow Mountain (also
referred to as Goat Mountain),
is another operating area which
supplies small watersheds to
people in the vicinity.

e licence also includes a
small piece of Crown land in
Lister, which has been logged
since the tumn of the century.

“It’s primary value right
now is recreation and wildlife,”
Smith said. “It’s sensitive for
those values. All these areas are
quite sensitive.”

Smith expects to submit the
licence’s forest development
plan, a legal requirement, to the
B.C. Forest Service by Sept. 1.
Planning is expected to contin-
ue until spring 1999, with har-
vesting to begin in July or
August 1999.

“Where we're at right now is
we’'re in the planning stage,
which means we’re having a
good look at parts of the forest
and gathering some inventory
data as to what we have, what
kind of timber there is and
what other values there (are),
like indications of wildlife use,

Pnotos by Shauna Lowry

Jim Smith investigates harvesting area on Arrow Mountain.

indications of recreational use
and indications of water use,”
Smith said.

Three local contractors —
Treespan Forestry Consultants,
Surewood Forest Consultants
and Joe Rudolf — have been
hired to do the field work.

“One of our goals is to use
local people here — foresters,
contractors, loggers,” said
Smith, a 27-ycar veteran of the
forest industry who practises
“gentle forest stewardship.”

“I think (the CVFC board) is
taking a really pro-active
approach to innovative forest
harvesting, those techniques
that have been proven to pro-
tect wildlife and water and
recreation,” Smith said.

Harvesting methods other
than clear-cutting that are being
investigated include:

= single-tree selection, in
which individual trees are
marked and the poorest quality
specimens are taken while the
highest quality trees are left
beﬁind;

« group selection, in which
one-quarter hectare sections are
cut to gather snow so thereq

Yo

more water, which doesn’t
damage the stream channels
because snow melt is delayed;

o shelter wood, which
leaves the best trees for seed
and shade to keep moisture for
young trees coming up under-
neath; and,

= patch cuts with reserves,
in which trees are left scattered
throughout a patch cut to
decrease root competition.

Smith expects the first har-
vesting of Creston’s communi-
ty forest licence to be commer-
cial thinning in the form of sin-
gle-tree selection.

The corporation, which must
harvest an average of 13,000
cubic metres per year for the
mext 15 years, is planning to cut

30,000 cubic hetres in 1999

4 € 45000
since the cut conﬂol‘ﬁas—m
in 1997. It may then take 22,500
cubic metres the following two
years and finally even out at
15,000 cubic metres in 2003,

EKES, which has two repre-
sentatives on the CVFC board,
is resigned to the harvesting
that will take place in the
Creston Valley, according to

. past-president Tanna Patterson.

- “What most of us wanted
was preservation of the water-
shed,” she said. “Whenever
there’s activity in a watershed it
degrades the quality of the
water.

“Since we can’t have that we
have to settle for second best.
At least we're managing our
own watershed. It isn't the best
hut it’c the hect wea ran dn

Patterson also feels the
CVEFC is working with EKES
and its environmental concerns,
“and I like the person they’ve
hired as manager,” she said.

As a community forest
licence, public process will be
encouraged, Smith said.

“I rented an office down-
town as part of my commit->
ment in my management pro-
posal so that people could feel
they could drop in and talk
about the community licence,”
he said. “Because it's a commu-
nity forest licence we really
want to encourage people to be
involved, come in with their
ideas or concerns and we will
do our best to accommodate
those concerns.”

Public meetings are expected
to be held, although no dates
have been set.

“What we want to do is get
public input and build it into
our forest development plan so
when we give it to the B.C.
Forest Service it essentially has
gone through a public process
alreadv.” Smith said.
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Lack of watershed protect/on questioned

Continued from page 2.

“I think the government

has given a local group this
—opportumty so they have a
scapegoat Vance told the
audience. “I want a promise
from this group. If you feel
you have to move ahead you
better unite this community
before we have no water left.
You have a real job here.”

Vance also questioned
why Nelson’s watersheds
were protected in the
Kootenay-Boundary Land
Use Plan while Creston’s
were not. .

“1 know we didn’t have a
choice — we didn’t get
together as a group,” Vance
said. “I'm concerned because
I know we lost out politically.
Politically, we’ll be ready for
them next time.”

“Nelson was united in
protectmﬁ their watershed,”
said Ralph Moore, vice-presi-
dent of the East Kootenay
Environmental Society and a
CVEFC director. “It’s too bad
Creston couldn’t get their act
together during the CORE

rocess.”

Andy Shadrack, provincial
Green Party candidate from
Kaslo, asked the board mem-
bers if they were willin
put their licence where their
mouth is

“If you decide it’s not eco-
logically feasible to continue,
and it might mean lowering
_the cut, will you be willing to
stand - ‘up fo the govern-
ment?” he said.

Smith responded, “The cut
is merely an estimate of what
can come out of there. If we
found we couldn’t operate
without putting the water at
risk, ethically, we’d have to
say to the Forest Service we
have to reduce this cut.”

Erickson resident Bonnie
Boldt was another vocal
advocate of protecting the
watersheds.

“It’s true we have been
(opposing) this for 25 years,”
she said. “Nobody has been
listening to us. You've been
feeding us slide shows, maps
and videos for 25 years.

“Logging the watersheds
might mean our lives — our

- very survival. It's worth
more than the wood. It is
worth untold billions just in
terms of human survival.”

Boldt also commented on
the motives of the CVFC.

“You call yourselves a cor-
poration. I think that says it
all,” she said.

Tom Mann, RDCK director
for Area C and a CVFC direc-
tor, was disturbed by that
comment.

“Those of us on the board
get no remuneration and no
director’s liability,” he said.
“We were prepared to put
our assets on the line and it's
very disconcerting to have
people come up and tell us
we're a bunch of profiteers.”

Mann also announced he
will be stepping down from
his post on the CVFC when
his term expires at the end of
this month “due to time com-
mitments and attitudes like
(Boldt’s).”

Although the CVEFC is
planning to log first in the

less-contentious portions of
its operating area — Lister,
Lipsett, Arrow Mountain, Big
Bear Creek and southwest
Arrow Creek — it won't be
long before logging Arrow
Creek becomes a must,
Masuch said.

“You take the Lipsett area,
there’s not much there,” he
said. “What I could see there
seems to be 16 years of log-
ging if you scalp it. It will be
more like five years and then
they go into Arrow Creek.”

The forest licence has been
granted 15,000 cubic metres a

year, which equals approxi-
mately 500 truckloads of
logs.

“T'll tell you that is a lot of
logs,” Masuch said. “The
concept of the community
forest licence has one pur-
pose and that’s to harvest
Arrow Creek.

“If the scenario is repeated
like it was in Sullivan Creek I
hate to think of it. It's a
nightmare. The economic
losses would be enormous.”

Masuch commended
Vance and Boldt for coming
forward with their concerns.

“The women are coming
forward to fight this thing,”
he said. “I give them a lot of
credit . Maybe the women
are going to save it.”

Masuch maintains the seri-
ousness of the issue.

“I've got some very seri-
ous concerns,” he said. “I've
been accused of being too
protective of Arrow Creek. I
don’t think anybody can be
too protective of Arrow
Creek. It is one of the most
valuable watersheds in the
province. That water is so
vital to this valley.”

“If we found we
couldn’t operate
without putting the
water at risk, ethi-
cally, we’d have to
say to the Forest
Service we have
to reduce this
cut.”

— Jim Smith
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Public blew chance, CVFC director says

By Shauna Lowry
Advance Staff

Creston Valley Forest
Corporation staff and direc-
tors were disappointed by the
turnout and focus of their
Monday night meeting.

“1 was very disappointed
with how few people braved
the heat and showed up,” said
Ralph Moore, vice-president
of the East Kootenay
Environmental Society and
one of 10 CVFC directors.

Only 25 people attended
the meeting, with approxi-
mately 10 of those from the
public. The majority of atten-
dees were CVFC directors and
staff.

“Maybe it means every-
body is totally satisfied with
what we're doing and is confi-
dent in our abilities,”
Moore added. “I
would really have
loved to see 150 peo-
ple show up. The peo-
ple in this valley will
moan but they won’t
do a damn thing.

“Here’s actually a
process where people
can be involved, the
first time people can
actually direct how things are
being done. There must have
been something good on TV.”

The meeting’s discussion
quickly turned to logging sen-
sitive watersheds in the
Creston Valley.

“That whole topic is some-
thing that has been hashed
over before,” CVFC’s commu-
nity forest licence manager
Jim Smith said. “That issue is
now done. The decision was
made.

“In the meantime our man-
date is to develop the timber
in this operating area.”

Added Moore, “We really
didn’t get a lot of input. It
might be too soon for that.

Smith

People may need some time
to digest. A few questions
would have been nice.”

According to Gordie
Grunerud, Kootenay Lake
Forest District’s timber officer,
Creston’s watersheds were
always included in the dis-
trict’s cut.

“It was already scheduled

for logging,” he said from
Nelsor% ”Wien the communi-
ty applied for their licence it
was given to them because
they figured who better to do
it

“They are in control of their
own destiny. They have the
flexibility.”

Smith, using maps and a
slide show, explained the
reconnaissance survey con-
ducted on four portions of the
CVEF(C’s operating area.
Lister, Lipsett,
e | Arrow Mountain, Big
Bear Creek and south-
west Arrow Creek are
expected to provide
257,000 cubic metres
of gross volume.

“I'm quite happy
with the volume
we’ve found in these
areas and quite confi-
dent we can develop a
five-year plan and have lots of
volume while being gentle
with the land,” Smith said. “}
think it's going to provide us
with the harvesting we need
and allow us to protect the
other values.”

Smith is also pleased with
the variety of species in the
operating area, which includes
ponderosa pine, larch, hem-
lock, lodgepole pine, douglas
fir and grand fir.

“It will allow us to play the
market,” he said. “Hardly
ever is everything down. For
example, cedar right now is
still at a fair value.

“We’ll be able to harvest for
specific markets to ensure our

“I would really have loved to
see 150 people . . . The peo-
ple in this valley will moan but
they won't do a damn thing.”

— Ralph Moore

financial viability. It's going to
allow us the opportunity to
encourage new markets —
utilization of small wood, uti-
lization of cedar, perhaps
encourage selling logs to more
specialty businesses as well as
supplying logs to Jocal mills.”

Most of the areas surveyed
have been logged previously.

A 200-hectare section has
been logged many times,
according to Smith.

“As far as timber goes,
there’s not a lot of opportuni-
ty but there’s a lot of opportu-
nity for restoration,” Smith
said. “It’s heavily used by
wildlife and for recreation.”

The Lipsett area at the bot-
tom of Thompson Mountain,

does provide some opportuni-
ty for gentle harvesting,
approximately 25 to 30 per
cent of the annual volume,
Smith said.

Smith is looking at single-
tree selection and sensitive
thinning (removing diseased
trees) in the Arrow Mountain
region.

“Although we’ll be doing
some single-tree selection,
some of these kinds of trees
we’ll have to protect for
wildlife,” he said.

The corporation was also
considering negotiating with
the government to maintain a
hiking trail on the mountain
in exchange for logging at the
top.

However, based on com-
ments at the meeting, the cor-
poration has decided against
logging around the lakes at
the top of the mountain since
the public wanted them pro-
tected.

“Leave lakes on Arrow
Mountain undeveloped,” one
attendee wrote. “We need
wildlands . . . We need to
sense that we may be the first
through an area even if it is an
illusion.”

The corporation is also con-
sidering some advice from
Lister resident Terje
Munkerud.

He made the only relevant
comment toward the CVFC’s
forest plan and suggested
winter logging.

“It's an issue of soil distur-
bance,” Smith said. “We don’t
want soil disturbance either
so (Munkerud) suggested if
you’'re going to be ground
skidding, do it in the winter.”

Near Big Bear Creek and
southwest Arrow Creek, some
harvesting for specialty forest
products such as hemlock is
being considered.

See “Arrow...” on page 16.
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Arrow Creek timber harvesting said inevitable

4%,000 cubic metres,” said

Smith, explaining the annual

cut is retroactive to 1997.
Overall, Smith found the

Continued from page 3.

The approach the: CVFC

plans to take is logging the
less-contentious areas first
and proving to the communi-
ty its abilities ih gentle
forestry.
“Talk is cheap,” Smith
said. “Here we are at the
start. Don’t believe us. The
proof of the pudding is in the
ea

“What I'm ‘hoping is once
we begin logging, if we can

perform the way we want to,
it will alleviate the fears and
build some trust in what we
cando.”

However, Smith empha-
sized that Arrow Creek will
have to be logged eventually.

“We’ve got to face the

issue,” he said. “The Forest

Service may allow us to con-
centrate in other areas for a
short while but if we submit-

ted a forest plan without

Arrow Creek on it, they
might say, ‘Aren’t you con-

centrating in other areas to

the detriment of other val-
es?’ ”n

The licence, which man-

dates an average of 15,000

cubic-metres a year for 15
years, was issued in 1997.
The CVFC is planning to cut
30,000 cubic metres in 1999
and 22,500 cubic metres in
2000 before tapering to the
annual 15,000 cubic metres in
its third year of operation.
“Next year, when we get
rolling, we could legally cut

‘meeting to be

roductive:

. “I think the meeting —
with the exception: of
dwelling on whe
Creek should be logged —_
went reasonably well,” he

said. “What I'm hopmg is
people who weren’t there .
ve a concern will drop:

and
in and see me.”
The public will be asked to

er Arrow.

provide i E\R again once a
draft plan has been created,
whlch is expected by the end
of Au

“T lssue isn‘t anymore

- are we going to be logging

Arrow Creek. That. has
already happened,” Smith
said. “To. roli that over and
over is a waste of time. -

- "The next question has
been answered and that’s
who is going to be logging it.
Now the next questions are
how and when.”

o PR At ¥

H
!
R



CRESTON VALLEY ADVANCE-Monday, August 31,1998 Page5

more opinion line

Rallying Creston Valley citizens to bring watershed logging plans to a halt

To the Editor:

Fully realizing it is my
fault for not taking the time to
keep up with things as a
proper citizen should do, I
feel I must voice my opinion
on the subject of logging our
watershed. :

I have spoken to a number
of people on this and they are
as upset as I am. I have also
been told it is a done deal.
Well, if there are as many peo-
ple as I have seen there must
be some way to change this.

I have been told the
Erickson Improvement
District is against it. It is my
understanding ‘our represen-
tative, Elvin Masuch, is
against it.'But there are not

‘enough votes at this new
committee who are to run the
new area passed by the
province as under their juris-
diction.

As you can tell I am a
novice at the logging and
lumber business, but [ am a
citizen who has lived in this
valley since 1981 and one of
the reasons we moved here
was the quality of water.

It is my understanding
most of the committee carry-
ing this vote to log are not
loggers, either, and this con-
cerns me greatly. To hear our
mayor and health representa-
tive have voted for this is
beyond my comprehension.

The necessity for our high
standard of water is obvious

— Columbia Brewery and
fruit growing.

It is also my understanding
that there are other mayors in

the Kootenays who have’

more than one real industry
like us who have flatly stated
and moved at their meetings
that there will be rio logging
in any watershed that affects
their drinking water. It is also
my understanding that there
are many, many watersheds
ruined, in’ the Kootenays
when they were also told no
problem.

I also know this committee
has hired Jim Smith as their
manager — a good move (if
you have to log a watershed).
I have met Jim and find him
to be very honest and open.
He has given me information

and has offered to come out
P

-

to any of our homes and

explain why he thinks it will
be safe. I do believe he is one
of the most knowledgeable
men in the industry.

But I am still sorry. I do not
feel they should touch the
watershed. Jim has said he
will not allow any loggers in
the watershed if he feels there
could be a problem. I believe
him. But this has been said
before by others in other
watersheds, I'm sure.

Don’t get me wrong. I am
not trying to muddy up the
waters (a little pun), but look
around you; there are a lot of
trees out there and I don’t
think J.H. Huscroft Ltd. or
Wynndel Box and Lumber
will close their doors without
logs from our watershed.

I ' know if I worked at the

Pick of the crop

brewery or had a good fruit To the Editor: T

farm, I'd scream. .
They say this is done. Well,

I for one am sick and tired of

being told by any level of

government that it can’t be

changed. This is still sup-

posed to be a democracy and

if enough of us got together, see more of
well, we sure should be able the study how we
etter.

to make a small change. ca

What do you say, citizens?
It's our drinking water these
mills want. Phone your repre-
sentative, phone the mayor
and write a thousand letters
to the editor.

s tool/us to your town we
tered your smiles and
ess. We wish to thank
yoy so much, but words are
ngt enough. :
We will forever remember.
Pauline Cronin-

Oliver

Dick Haswell
Creston

You can now E-mail the Creston Valley Advance:
advance ~tenay.com

e e ———
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Clear cutting planned for B/g Bear Creek area

Continued from page 1.

Under the community forest
licence, the CVFC is under
obligation to take action on
damaged timber.

"(If left) it would represent
some volume loss — it's dead
or going to be dead," Smith
said. "The trees that are broken
and weakened are highly sus-
ceptive to mountain pine beetle
attack.

"We don't want those (condi-
tions to the pomt) where we
have to take more drastic
action. It's a bit of a sanitation
(issue) and trying to prevent
mountain pine beetles."

Blown-down and broken
trees in Big Bear Creek, next to
the Arrow Creek block, will be
clear cut with occasional trees
left standing. The Arrow Creek
block will be harvested using
selective logging.

"There will be no road build-
ing,"” Smith emphasized. "It will
be done by long-skid with
small equipment.”

Smith wishes he had never
found the damaged trees.

"I've been around long

b A MIDSUMMER NTGHTS D

Plavers

enough that [
| realize we
\ have to do
| something
about it," he
said. "It put
me in a
dilemma. 1
really didn't
want to be
logging in
Arrow Creek.

"It came down to a profes-
sional call on my part. I had the
forest service up there and they
thought “you better get in there
and clear cut,” which I was not
prepared to do."

Smith also said the log
is up above at a tributary w %ucﬁ
runs into Arrow Creek.

"Initially when we found
that block we weren't all that
concerned about it because we
thought it was a tributary to
Big Bear Creek," he said.
turns out it leads to Arrow
Creek but it's way up on the
height of land."

Hydrologist Martin Carver
and soil scientist Greg Utzig,
both of Nelson, indicated in a
report that they didn't see any

REAM

" Smith

“I'll put a girdle round about

4 the earth in forty minutes.”

M Creston Area Forecast
Ve -

problems with such work in
Arrow Creek.

"We're just not going oft on
our own," Smith said.

The majority of logging,
expected to begin in August,
will be on Arrow Mountain
and in Big Bear and Okell
creeks.

"Most of our harvesting this
year will be single-tree selection
with small equipment or hors-
es and some cable logging,”
Smith said. "All the rest of &1
logging is going to be quite
gentle.”

Public input in to the CVFC's
development plan will be
accepted until the end of April.
The plan will be sent to the B.C.
Forest Service for approval,
which is expected by mid-May:

Once approved, the reqmred
cutting permits are expected to
be in order by mid-July.

"It's right on schedule,”

Submitted photo
Damaged trees like these near Big Bear Creek must be cut.

Smith said.

The CVFC board is also
looking to start up a log yard in
Creston.

"We are wanting to make
wood available to any local
businesses in the valley — that
includes Wynndel (Box and
Lumber) and (J.H.) Huscroft,"
Smith said. "Because it's a com-
munity forest licence, we want
to make our timber available to
anyone who has an idea for

using logs on the open market
competitively.

"It's a bit of an innovative
thing. We have a timber supply
and a mandate to make wood
available to the community.”

The log yard would be mod-
elled after the Ministry of
Forests' log yard in Vernon,
which Smith helped start.

"We're also advertising for
loggers and road builders
(locally) because we are wanti-
ng to hire locally,” Smith said.
"We are going to look at hiring
some of the smaller contractors.
We're looking to hire people
who don't have a steady job
with the major (licencees).”

Despite the need to log
Arrow Creek earlier than
planned, Smith is still pleased
with the CVFC's progress.

"I think what's happening is
we are moving toward getting
this plan finalized and getting
into some logging," he said.

‘Lose-lose S|tuat|on

By Shauna Lowry
Advance Staff

Logging in the Arrow Creek
watershed is a catch-22 situa-
tion, according to Erickson
Water Users.

"When you log a watershed,
among the many problems
that occur is increased turbidi-
ty," EWU chairman Russell
Lahti said. "You get soil ero-
sion and a lot of organic mat-

tar

1 couver Re-
gional Dis-
trict) quash-
ed the no-
i logging or-
| der and al-
| lowed log-
ging in 1967
and now
Vancouver

water is terrible,” Lahti said.
M"Tete £adll Af perwlaidises Te L

Lahti



"Initially when we found
it block we weren't all that
wcerned about it because we
»ught it was a tributary to
1 Bear Creek," he said. "It
‘ns out it leads to Arrow
eek but it's way up on the
ght of land."

Hydrologist Martin Carver
1 soil scientist Greg Utzig,
*h of Nelson, indicated in a
ort that they didn't see any

NIGHTS DREAN
ile round about
rty minutes.”

and in Big Bear and Okell
creeks.

"Most of our harvesting this
year will be single-tree selection
with small equipment or hors-
es and some cable logging,"
Smith said. "All the rest of the
logging is going to be quite
gentle."

Public input in to the CVFC's
development plan will be
accepted until the end of April.
The plan will be sent to the B.C.
Forest Service for approval,
which is expected by mid-May.

Once approved, the required
cutting permits are expected to
be in order by mid-July.

"It's right on schedule,”
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includes Wynndel (Box and
Lumber) and (J.H.) Huscroft,”
Smith said. "Because it's a com-
munity forest licence, we want
to make our timber available to
anyone who has an idea for

‘Lose-lose

ALTUW  LUIeeK edriier tnan
planned, Smith is still pleased
with the CVFC's progress.

"I think what's happening is
we are moving toward getting
this plan finalized and getting
into some logging," he said.

situation’

By Shauna Lowry
Advance Staff

Logging in the Arrow Creek
watershed is a catch-22 situa-
tion, according to Erickson
Water Users.

"When you log a watershed,
among the many problems
that occur is increased turbidi-
ty," EWU chairman Russell
Lahti said. "You get soil ero-
sion and a lot of organic mat-
ter.

"When that happens you
have to put more chlorine in
the water and when you put in
more chlorine you get more
problems — harmful byprod-
ucts.”

Most research indicates that
chlorine mixed with organic
material forms trihala-
methanes, which allegedly
cause cancer.

"It's a kind of a lose-lose sit-
uation,” Lahti said. "It's kind of
a funny argument. If you log
the area, it will cause these
problems for the water supply
and you have to chlorinate. 1
think that's how (the order)
came up in the first place —
there was a decision to log our
watershed."

Lahti cited Vancouver's
watershed, which wasn't
logged between 1927 and 1967,
as an example.

"(The
Greater Van-
couver Re-
{ gional Dis-
trict) quash-
t ed the no-
logging or-
der and al-
{ lowed log-
ging in 1967
and now
Vancouver
water is terrible," Lahti said.
"It's full bf turbidity. It has
too much chlorine in it."

Although Lahti is against
logging of any kind in the
Arrow Creek watershed, he
sees one ray of light in the situ-
ation.

"If there is any kind of less
dark side, I suppose it's better
that the logging be done by
local peoirlle rather than big
industry,” he said.

The EWU's Operation
Mayday Mayday is in full
swing as it tries to block the
May 1 introduction of liquid
chlorine into the water supply.

"The EWU have been seek-
ing legal advice and we are
incorporating as a non-profit
society," Lahti said. "We have
been advised we have a very
good legal position. In the long
run we feel that we are going
to have a water system with-
out any thread of chlorine.”

Lahti
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Watershed logging
must end: Masuch

By Rose Matjasic
Advance Staff

Erickson Improvement
District chairman Elvin Masuch
is ready to fight a battle against
a "recognized threat" to the
Arrow Creek water reservoir —
community logging.

Masuch said Friday he will
do all he can to stop logging
in the watershed by the

Creston  Valley Forest
Corporation and other organi-
zations, in hopes of prevent-
ing an outside source of possi-
ble contamination of the
Erickson water supply.

Masuch's concern was
sparked by the outbreak of a
lethal strain of E. coli bacteria
in Walkerton, Ont.

Continued from page 1.

"What we can learn from
the Walkerton tragedy is that
our water is our most pre-
cious resource and above all
we've got to protect that and _
protect our source above all,”
said Masuch, himself a direc-

tor of the CVFC. "Logging in
the watershed has started to
take place and we'd better
take a good look at that. We
have to stop all activity in the
area and keep our water
source pristine.

"Once logging happens are
we going to destroy it (the

(-

owner.

please call 428-0277.

2

.

Wild Tree Notice

+ Wild fruit trees are a serious detriment to cor’nmjercial ,
orchards. SIR staff are currently flagging wild apple- :
and pear trees in the Creston area. e

« Trees will be flagged with pink SIR tape and mapped.
SIR staff will atte ~1~t to reach all owners who's
propetti€s have wild trees. Removal of wild trees will
not take place v “out written permission of property

If you have questions or would like to report a wild tree,

)

-

- -
STERIT RO, RELEASE FabGRAM
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watershed)? It's a concern for
Erickson and Creston. I fear
for our water."

_ Water in the small Ontario

town is suspected to have been :
contaminated during heavy

A A A St e ks

rainstorms in the middle of :
May. Among the theories is !
that rain allowed manure °
which had been spread on :

farmers' fields to seep into the
well water, allowing bacteria

. to enter the drinking supply.

. It is known that the pump

sto

Ralph Moore, said Masuch's
fear that light logging in the
area could impact the commu-
nity's water to the point of

N s Gt s a2

" on one of three suspect wells :
adding chlorine which :
“'would have killed the bacteria.
-~ - Another CVFC director,

fatal contamination isn't only .

unjustified, it's "stupid.”

“The logging that's been
done in Arrow Creek has less :
chance of harming the water '

in the watershed than the E.
coli in Walkerton can harm
the water in our watershed,"

]
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‘Dismayed’ by view
of community logging

By Rose Matjasic
Advance Staff

Nelson-Creston =~ MLA
Corky Evans is speaking up
against criticisms by Erickson
Improvement District chair-
man Elvin Masuch about
community forest logging in a
local watershed.

“I am dismayed at his com-
ments,” Evans said during a
conference call from Victoria
on Thursday. “Community
logging is causing no problems
and I was shocked to read that
in the local newspaper.”

In a story published in the
June 5 Advance, Masuch vow-

ed to do all he could to stop.

logging in the Arrow Creek
watershed by the Creston

Valley Forest Corporation and
other organizations, in hopes
of preventing a possible out-
side source of contamination
of the Erickson water supply.

Masuch’s comments came
on the heals of the outbreak of
deadly E. coli bacteria in the
water supply in Walkerton,
Ont.

But Evans said he was
hapﬁy to see that the situation
in the East was putting pres-
sure on community figures to
do something about the
untreated water in Erickson.

“1 guess events in Ontario
have highlighted the risks of
untreated water systems,” he
said. “I want to express my
hope that this issue will be
resolved, and fast.”
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more opinion line

Protecting our watersheds should be a higher priority

To the Editor:

The recent totally unneces-
sary boil order for the Creston
water system is a good illus-
tration of how determined
Health Ministry officials (and
other government bureau-
crats) are trying to create a
false sense of crisis in order to
try to force chlorination of all
B.C. water systems.

This reaction to the very dif-
ferent situation in Walkerton,
Ont., could have been predict-
ed by anyone who has had to
deal with these bureaucrats for
as long as the people of
Erickson have been fighting to
keep their water pure.

Dr. Andrew Larder’s com-
ments in the front-page article
of the June 12 Advance quite
obviously bear out the predic-
tion from those of us who have
dealt with him that he would
be using the very sad situation
in Walkerton — a town with a
chlorination system — to try to
somehow “advance” the cause
of chlorination here (as illogi-
cal as that may sound).

While all media that I have
been aware of have been fo-
cusing on what is the real pro-
blem in Walkerton — the pollu-
tion of the source of their water
— Larder is focusing on trying
to frighten the good citizens of
Erickson enough to allow the
chlorination of our water.

We, in the Erickson Water
Users Society, have never
opposed the treatment of our
water, as insurance against the
very slim chance that some-
how a disease-inducing patho-
gen might get into the water.

We have merely opposed the
simplistic, cheaper “solution”
of adding the poison chlorine,
which introduces new health
hazards while adversely affect-
ing the quality of the water.

If chlorine really would be

the most effective method of
water treatment, that would
somewhat offset its increas-
ingly-apparent negative as-
pects. However, as the Walk-
erton incident and the Creston
boil order illustrate, chlorina-
tion is no guarantee of
pathogen-free water.

As a matter of fact, it is
well-known that the most
likely B.C. pathogens, such as
giardia and cryﬁosporidium,
are resistant to chlorination.

Why aren’t the Health offi-
cials fighting for adequate
federal and provincial infra-
structure funding for a really
effective, non-polluting water
treatment system? And why
aren’t they against the logging

of our watersheds?

That, of course, is what is
really behind this movement -
to chlorinate the whole
province. (“OK, let’s toss
them a bone, but let’s not
spend too much on it.”)

Logging in the watersheds
will, of course, very adversely
affect the quality and even

uantity of our water. After
the trees are gone, the cows
can move in, etc., etc.

If Health officials are really
concerned about our health I
would think protection of our
watersheds would be a top
priority, but it obviously is not.

Russell Lahti
Chairman
Erickson Water Users Society



Community control of logging: water
users, VWS don’t support the concept

“If you give up the apportunity of -
control because of dogma you're a
Jool.”—Ralph Moore, environmental-
ist

"We don'’t accept community con-

- sensus if # results in hazards."—Ann
Skerrad, Valkalla Wilderness Sociefy
APFLEDALE—About 80 people
showed up June 26 at a public meet-
ing to talk about the possibility of the
community taking over managernent
of forests in fhe southern Slocan Val-

ey, .
The Perry Ridge Water Users As-

" gociation refused to support the idea.
“We don’t accept the risk,” said

spakesperson Marilyn Burgoon.

“Then alll can say is ‘be part of the
process’,” replied Tom Gaines, a Com-
munity Forest Management biologist.
The meeting was called by Area H
Director Don Munra to “develop pos-
sible strategies to ensure meaningful
community invelvement in future
"Crown land decisions affecting cesi-
dents Tiviog. on Perry Ridge and sur-
‘tounding areas.” This inaogural feeét-

o hd

ing wes a general discussion; fiture
meetings will get inlo more specific
and detailed infarmation.

As well as Munro and his alternate,
June McEwen, speakers included
RDCK planner Dave Wahn, Leah
Malkinsan, Tan Hamann and Al
Skakun {rom the Ministcy of Forests,
Susan Hammond from Silva Forest
Fonndation, Gary Boyden, marager of
Creston Valley Forest Corporation’s
log yard for the communily’s fotest
licence, Ramona Faust from the
Harrop-Procter Watershed Pratection
Society, Gaines and environmental
spokesperson Ann Sherrod.

Munro said he had had a number of
requests from citizens that he couldn’t
answeg, and felt he has a responsibil-
ity to bring people together. The re-
gional district “has no interest in as-
surning any fegal ar financial respon-
sibility” for events on the ridge. He
said he woald be willing to work to-
wards water protectan, after someone
pointed out that BC is the only prov-

ince withoot gronmdwater protectien. - -

Munro added he has “tried to keep
away from special interest groups
and asked evesyone (o respect one
another.

The Silva Forest Foundation

woarked with the Harrop/Procter com- -

monity, one of seven pilot projects in

the province and the first to have an
eco-based flexibility. Silva’s Susan
Hammond explained the difference
between 2 Community Forest Agree-
ment, which is area based, and a Com-
mugily Forest Licence, which is vol-
urne based.

A CFL Jicencee has (o cot the vol-
ume specified in the licence, with an
annual z[lowable cut ontlined in the
permit. The CFA meads, the commu-
nity can decide the boundaries of the
area and how much wood 1o cix. :

There is “no reason to think 2 lot of
things couldn’t be negotiated,”

Hammond said. “We need to think -

abont it and talk to each other...we
need (o leam to lalk to each other
again, we necd to trust one another

apain.

Asked if Silva could come up with -
plm,shesndllmmmptmmhdw
sension and i¢ would have Lo be
“worked out before they could do any-
thing,

She z2dded, “a Community Forest
Apreerent will allow us more con-
trol” but it is Crown land and they
would stifl have to deal with govem-
ment,

"Are we willing, ready and able to
doit? '

Ramona Faust, of the Harrop/
Procter Watershed Protection Society,
said their CFA covers 10,600 ha- and
.the land and trees dictate their plan.

“Ttallows us fo manage for other val-

iues” incheding wildlife, water quality
~and recreation. Anything over a 60%
slope is not on the 1able for logging.

" The.Creston Valley Forest Corpe-
ration was setup to handle that com-

~momity’s foreat Jicence. Lop yard roan- .

'_agu Gary Boyden and his oalleagues
Jim Smith, Dr. William Mitcheil-
Banls (public perspective) and Ralph

Moore (environmental community)

V- Vi 3%61

exphained they received funding
through economic development and
the FRBC. The voluntesr board is set
up with a corporate structure, and had
to borrow start-up money. A small
AAC is set amd they are required to
meet the cut.

The CVFC received its first cutting
permitin October last year for 15,000
cubic metres. The stampage fees
wonnd up being $39.75/m’ instead of
the anticipated $25; it now owes
$265,000, including $221,000
sturapage. This year it has a permit to
log 36,0000y’ and the stampage is now
$17. Most of the loan will be paid off
from these reyenues.Hamarm, MOF’s
Managet of Resource Operations, said
they will start gathering information
on road location, silvicalture eftc. for
harvesting next year. Azked sbout
water chiorinatian he said that, accord-
ing to Bealth, alf surface water should
be treated. If there is damage to a con:
sumptive watershed, a contingency
plan would be put in place right away;

_conl. onpg. 2
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Evans pleased with community logging

By Paul Frey
Advance Staff

“Absolutely gorgeous log-
ging, more like gardening
than logging.”

That was the reaction of
Nelson-Creston MLA Corky
Evans when he toured the
Creston Valley Forest Corpor-
ation’s. community forest li-
cence site in the Arrow Creek
watershed.

. The tour was an opportuni-
ty for the agriculture, fisheries
and food minister to take a
look at what the CVFC is doing
with its licence arid observe its
logging practices.

Also present on the tour,
which was closed to the media,
were two members of the
Kaslo community forest board
and three from Harrop-
Proctor’s forestry board; both
West Kootenay towns also hold
community forest licences.

Also on the agenda was a
discussion initiated by the
CVFC about reducing the
stumpage rates that communi-

Pilot project proves

start small businesses in the

By Paul Frey
Advance Staff

An innovative pilot project
at Kootenaz Employment

)
C i Alymimnr mAannla

~Ame~ 3o

ty forest licensees pay to the
province.

In an interview, Evans said
the talks revolved around how
stumpage rates could be
reduced to allow for better log-
ging, such as increasing the
skid so that less road-building
would have to take place, and
selective logging. _

Evans said the CVFC sug-
gested a system that would
permit loggers to use a three-
or four-kilometre skid, then
write off those costs and elim-
inate road building in the

- watershed.

“This was a meeting initiat-
ed by all three community
forests,” said Jim Smith, man-
ager of the CVFC.

Smith said community forest
licencees such as CVFC have
been asking the provincial gov-
ernment to look at the concerns
since December. He felt the
meeting with Evans was pro-
ductive and hopes changes can
be made to the stumpage

appraisal system.

The CVFC currently pays

Creston Valley.

Teaching how to research
ideas, establish business plans
and sell the approEriate €o-

nla Aan tho idoac ic tha ona

between $16 and $35 for
stumpage per cubic metre in
its various cut-blocks.

“We're trying to come up
with a way that we could pay
stumpage in a fair and equi-

table manner,” said CVFC .

director Ralph Moore.

Moore said the discussion
revolved around how com-
munity licensees could pay
stumpage based on the price
of logs, which they sell, rather
than lumber, which only
sawmills and forest compa-
nies sell. :

The CVFC also suggested a
system that would allow it to
remove only 25 per cent of the
forest cover, which Evans said
is as much as 50-per-cent
below the industry standard.

“(That) is very expensive,
very fancy logging and they

.~want that to be reflected in

how they pay for the logs,”
Evans said.

“It was a very healthy dis-
cussion about changes that
need to be made to accommo-
date beautiful work.”

it.”

“It’'s environmentally benefi-
cial. They’'re leaving the
earth better than they found

— Corky Evans

Evans said the CVFC’s prac-
tises, as he saw them on the
tour, actually help the environ-
ment rather than harm it.

“I-would say that it’s the
opposite (of wKat one might

expect). It's environmentally’

beneficial. They're leaving the
earth better than they found
it,” he said.

Moore, meanwhile, said the
stumpage appraisal system
rewards those who build
roads by allowing them to
deduct the costs from the
amount of stumpage paid.

The CVFC wants to skid

logs farther rather than build
more roads, which adversely
affects drainage, among other
things. Moore believes it’s
unfair for the CVFC to be
penalized for logging in a
more environmentally-friend-
ly manner.

He also said the CVFC
should refuse to pay stumpage
in order to get the bureaucracy
to listen to its concerns.

“I don’t think they’re going
to take us seriously unless we
get their attention by not giv-
ing them their money,” he
said.

worthwhile to entrepreneurs

One of the beneficiaries is
Delilah Milne, who plans to
open Butterfly World in May.

The operation would breed
butterflies and possibly build

1 nannlatinne that are

endangered in other parts of
the world. She will bring in
the plants they would need as
a food source.

Milne said the program

‘wae invalitahle in oiving her

the skills she needed to bring
her idea to fruition.

“It gave me the tools to get
to the end result I needed,”

she said. N
“Tt oot it to the point that
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Evans equals profits before health

To the Editor:

‘A request by the Health
Ministry for Minister of
Municipal Affairs Jim Doyle
to dissolve the Erickson
Improvement District and
appoint a receiver if it doesn’t
comply and implement a dis-
infection option by the end of
December reflects the stan-
dard NDP policy of con-
frontation in community
watersheds.

The EID is a local decision-
making body that has worked
for more than 70 years to pro-
vide clean, pure drinking and
irrigation water. The EID’s
attempts to investigate alter-
natives to chlorine have met
with resistance, arrogance and
confrontation from the B.C.
sovernment.

The recent threat by Dr.
Andrew Larder, medical
nealth officer of the East
Kootenay Health Services
Society, to dissolve the EID
reflects a dictatorial approach
to water management.

EID trustees are elected by
the local people, who drink
the water, for the specific pur-
pose of providing healthy
water. Larder’s action would
sive control to a political
pody, the regional district.
This would put the regional
district in a glaring conflict of
interest as it is a partner in the
;ompany that is loEging in the
watershed and threatening
~ater quality.

It is interesting that efforts
o dissolve the EID are hap-
>ening at the very time that
ogging is moving into the
eadwaters of the Arrow
_reek watershed. The govern-
nent is using chlorine as a
‘heap, quick fix for water
vrecked by logging.

Because of this, it is blind
ind deaf to scientific reports
‘hat say chlorine causes can-

cer. It is also well-documented
hat water contaminated by
ogging requires higher
wmounts of chlorine, which

L

increases both the cancer
threat and the cost of treat-
ment.

And chlorine does not pro-
tect against cryptosporidiuni
or giardia, two of B.C.’s most
worrisome contaminants.,

Why isn’t Larder providing
residents with research into
the alternatives to chlorine?

In his campaign for party
leadership, Premier Ujjal
Dosanjh falsely promised the
residents of B.C. protection
for their watersheds.

This same government
appoints a former logger and
heavy smoker to head the
Health Ministry. Corky Evans
is a signal that logging profits
will come before health. His
appointment was a green
light to Larder to dissolve the
EID.

As the threats to human
health from logging and its
cheap fix, chlorine, become
better known, water manage-
ment decisions are being
moved out of the hands of
communities. They are being
put into the hands of politi-
cians, not medical authorities
or scientists or even MLAs
who have a record of valuing
health.

If the government cares
anything about community
health and clean water it
should bring in someone who
will work in a respectful and
helpful way with the commu-
nity to find solutions and
alternatives to chlorine.

There needs to be a new
Water Act to guarantee citi-
zens’ rights to healthy water.

The time is long overdue
for the B.C. government to
stop using its only option,
chlorine, to find the best alter-
native solution for treatment,
and to begin immediately
protecting B.C.’s only remain-
ing sources of naturally pure
water.

Colleen McCrory
Green Party
Nelson
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