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Like most British Columbians, I'm sure you’re proud of our unique wilderness
heritage. And, like most people in the province, you’re no doubt increasingly frustrated
by the failure of the Socred government to provide the leadership necessary to protect
that heritage, or to get tough with their corporate and industry friends who continue to
damage our environment.

This failure of leadership is dramatically evident in the lack of protection for B.C.’s
old-growth forests.

According to a recent study, only seven per cent of the province’s old-growth trees
have been protected within provincial or federal parks, and ecological reserves. The
study also shows some tree species are nearing extinction in B.C.

We need immediate action - not the token gesture offered by the Socreds.
Specifically, we need a logical, technical approach to identifying and preserving
old-growth stands.

Both inside and outside the legislature, I have been calling for just such action. Yet
the Socreds’ reaction has been disappointing and neglectful. Once again they’ve shown
just how out of touch they are with the rest of B.C. Even Environment Minister Bruce
Strachan, in a debate with me, indicated that old-growth trees should be looked at in
terms of "benefit" rather than preservation.

Enclosed for your information are transcripts of that debate, my recent news release
dealing with this issue, and highlights of the recent government study on old-growth

stands. Sincerely,
%M
Dan Miller, MLA

New Democrat Forests Critic

Slaughterand Liquidation o f B C dndact Bdrests

By Will Koop,
January 31, 2020
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iForests that coul d be cdHroaghaui BritisreGblunebm. InfBatishd g r ¢
Columbia,6 d gr owt h has become a political 1issue
including forestry practices, has increased. A major debate concerns harvesting wood fibre and
preserving remaining oldrowth forests for other values such as ecologicalpecaic, social and

cultural (Juday 1988; Rolston 1986}

Biogeoclimatic Zones of British Columbia
A ‘y

| am a lifelong resident of British Columbia and have spent over 30 wtarggling todefend and
helpingmanyothers to defendhe integrityof someof the waters, forestspeciesand lands vthin that
colonialterritory. During my lifetime Iwasfortunate tovisit, investigateand documentany places and
vastlandscapesxtendingfrom thetemperate coastal forest lands to the interior dry and wet belt
forestlanddo the CanadiaRodies | haveboth withessethe awesoméeauty andlestructiveslaughter
of theserecently intacforest lands? participated in hearings, conferences, debaestoursconcerning
tha slaughter, and have undertaken research and writing of numerous reportieanekpioses.

1 Old-Growth Forests: Problem Analysislinistry of Forests Research Branch, January 1990, page 1.
2 From about the year 1900 onwards.
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| have defenddt he publ i c6s
waterforested lands for ochof that time THAMK Y‘M \

andhave comeéo understand theritical ME TRO VA NCOUVER /

nature andully functioningvalue thabld
intact forestlands havia providing the
best water possible for both peepind all
cr eat i o n.0rbatisprinardytwhyr
| and others formed the BC Tap Water
Alliance in February 199'And, afternine
years ofefforts that is why the Lower
Mainl anddés drinking
Metro Vancouver residents were finally
re-protected on November 10, 1999
whereinarestill foundremnantstands of
low and higher valleyancient anald ==
growth forestsThe administrators, S
professionals anditizenrythatoriginally n..%’ %
fought toprotectthe forestsfor Metro
Vancouver and/etro Victoria .
consumptre wateruse(19051 1927)also \ \l’m‘w,‘ o
undersbvodtherich value of theold i WALRES ST
forests,with provincial medial health offcersalsoextolling theaddedvirtue of community watershed
protedion for wildlife within thesdegislatechavens?

When theBC government used to have
functioningresearclbodies / lbanches
within the Environment and Forests
Ministries,conscentiousresource
scientists and technicians provided
insightful evaluation of our forest lands
for the publ i csdéckhas
the following and perhaps last, critical
statement made in 1991n A i nt &
forest cover

Forests play a vital role in
regulating water supply and
maintaining pristine water
quality in British ColumbiaThe
relatively small percentage of
the provincid forestland base
that is within community Photoof Greeley Creek watersheBlevelsoke City water supply,
watersheds combineadith the from Will Koopés 2013 reportThe Big Eddy

high proportion of the population

that dependsn this type of water supply, indicates the high valu®msts in watersheds.

Author’s 2002 photo of the intact Greeley Reserve. British Columbia’s oldest. intact community Watershed Reserve.

3 After the Coquitlanwatershed was protected through federal legislation in 1910, and after the Seymour and Capilano
watershed were protected in 198¥ thre watersheds were removed from their legislatively tenured protectesisth®&7.
4Theconcerns about idlife pratection extended to thestablishment afigane reservesin BC, which by the early 1960s,
seemed to have mysteusly disappeared.
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The quality andjuantity of water within a warsheds

largely a functiorof the intact forest cover. Tree cove!

controls snowstorage and melt rates by snow d 4 | | :

interception, shading, avdind ablation, influencing PUBLIC NO’EICE i heaeby gl tlhat e Govﬁmine,;t
i i i d f: -t

both yleld and streamflovireak flows with their (e)m l‘(?l?l?dlal’lg 215?16:;: nexogrhggiﬁglodpgfr%(:)sglsutla; Ia'llll(xﬁ

Consequent h|gh SO“ erosion rawereduced b an as shown within the heavy lines on map below.
intact forest cover.

Water quality is best maintained in forested
watershedsOn the coast, forested watersheds have
landsliderates many times less than comparable
watersheds. Slopsability is enhanced by the tree
roots anchoring thsteeply slopd soils. An intact
forest cover shields the sdibm raindrop erosion, as
do the organic soil horizon®verland flow of water is
extremely rare in forestadatersheds because of the
high surface infiltration througtine wellstructured :
fored soils, andbecause of the macpermeability

) person in any mangier ogeupying or takin
on vf these lands, or cutting down or mjun

provided by earttworm holes, borrows, amadtted root | - ROBER'T ROGEES
channels. As a consequence, rates of sugaite S —
erosion are very low in forested watershéds. 1910 Feleral OderIn-Couwncil for

protection of Coquitlam watershed lands

In 1991is whenthegovernrmeri s For est Resources
Commission releaskts final reportwhich wasone yeabefore the 1992 world environment conference
in Rio deJaneirgandfouryeardb e f or e g o v er n meForesd Fractites &€ddé Achng of t h

|l ncorporation of t hegt @wtmh@ideGrodth BaviewProbegses fA ol d

Areview of the origins -gfowthkot e®e emsi o tyedr 1B/&rnp iwh h &
American sciencand researcliterature.® By the early 1980s the term began to be widely incorporated

as a new concept uadpioneeringesarchscientists such as Gerry Frankiiwho investigated the

ecological and structural complexities and biological diversitjl@Douglas Firforest regimes. Prior,

terms such as fAi-mbhtdyuyoefimafideeadefbdygatdis t vaegrnea nu s, et
by professional foresters in British Columbia, while conservationists sometimealiesade terms such
asipri memat Aancientodo to describe the same.

The new concept of Aol d gr osetwithinthecengeat ofinténse pubk k e s
concerns in Minnesota and in the Pacific Northwéstre raging logging controversies were fought in

5 Ecosystems of British Columbislinistry of Forests Research Branch and Forest Sciences Section, February 1991. The quote

i s mentioned in trhmeWaddmotrdsTWwmO®dmwnyw.ook,Hi story of Britist

Reservesin chapter8.4.1.MMhe Ecosystems of BC Research Repor,tdo Bnapghea sli2z

51 n 19 7eérchigroup assoeiated with this work recei@edquest from a National Forest planner for assistance in

characterizingoldy r owt h f or est s; as -bgrewthfanests aretmore fhat st komehbig olt theast butove d

dondt k n o wdedtribevtheen! Cowdd youogroup provide uswita mor e compl et e characteri

convened at Wi nd River, Washington, in 1977, {Groetduced a

DouglasFi r Forest s o (1981laAllkurrénnatteanptslat exdlogiearadions of oldgrowth Douglasir are

based on the 1977 synthesis and subsequent r eGrenvhiardst, mu c

Wil dl i fe Ha hengthy tuot®from,genaral Tethnical Report PNGTR Issue 285, age 62.

"AiForest ecosystems that have developed over a |l ong perio
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the courts. As a resuiff many convergingiocumstancegsoncerning thenismanagemerand ckarcutting
of American forest landspas in 1982 the United States fedeFakestService initiated ar©ld-Growth
Wildlife Habitat Research and Development Progranei@tg CommitteeThree years later ih985
recommendations from th&teeringCommitteeresuled inthe formation of th®ld-Growth Definitions
Task Grougn 1986.8 By 1988, the Forest Service
created th®©Ild-Growth Task Groupanda

fir econ®ldGrawthCaoenchitted®in 1992.

As is the case for British Columbia in general,
adoption of leading United States forest sceen
research and developmédnt the Unversity of BC
and government reaech departmeniagged before
the BC government finally adopted the G@rowth
Strategy process in 198¢hen the terniiBrazil of
the Nortld was wsed bythe corerned public to
describethe slaughteiof BCG forestsPrior tothe
old-growth strategy processeke provincial
government initiated the formation of a Forest
Resources Commission public process. In April 1991
it published its final reporiThe Future of Our
Forests

The mesages they [the public] gave the
Commission were as complerdcvaried as
the peoplehemselves, but one theme
underlined virtually everything we hearthe
status quo is not good enough. The way thg
forests and their many values are currently
being manag# by government and industry
is out of step with what the plic expects. It
must change.

Driving the current | evel of dissatisfaction
for their economic worth, the forest resources now representch wider range of values

aesthetic, environmental, satispiritual, and many more. That shift in values underlies much of

the conflict that has dominated the debate over forest resources in the last few years.

Very early in the exercise, the Comsian recognized that any changes in the way the forests are
managed to reflect a full range of values will depend on aenalbmpassing vision of what we

want from our forests, and what are acceptable practices to get us there. That Vision Statement is ¢
simple statement of principle that has led to many recomatiems for change?

8 Concerns ar e -growghrfogestsiand tleein vanipus fuadtigisuch as providing habitat for wildlife.

Consequently, disposition of elgrowth forests has become an important and controversial issue indamdanning on

National Forestsad Bur eau of Land Management L andask@rouQremotingerini r om t
Definitions for OldGrowth DouglasFir and MixedConifer Forests in the Pacific Northwest and Califorli#sDA Research

Note PNW447, July 1986.

9 EasternOld-Growth Forests: Prospects for Rediscovery and Recobgriviary Byrd Dais, page 234.

0 ntroduction, page 6.



